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Child Death Review Team Comms

The Child Death Review Team Newsletter is circulated to all partners within Birmingham and Solihull
to highlight campaigns and share learning from local child death reviews.

Drowning Prevention Week 2024 runs from Saturday 15 to Saturday 22" June

Drowning Prevention Week (DPW) is one of the largest summer water safety campaigns across
the UK and Ireland.

DPW is the Royal Life Saving Society UK’s biggest campaign of the year, targeting families,
carers, teachers and instructors of children aged five to fifteen years old with the aim of educating
them about water safety.

No child should drown, and with the right water safety education — such as knowledge of the Water
Safety Code — accidental drownings are preventable. Drowning Prevention Week is deliberately
timed ahead of the school summer holidays when children spend more time outdoors and when
vital water safety skills can help keep children safe.

Please help us to spread the word this year and encourage everyone to have the water safety

conversation with children. DPW is critical in raising awareness and encouraging the public to
enjoy water safely.

SAVE THE DATE
15 - 22 June
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Prevention Wee
Royal Life Saving Society UK's Drowning Prevention Week (rlss.org.uk)
Printable Resources (rlss.org.uk)



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rlss.org.uk%2FPages%2FCategory%2Fdrowning-prevention-week-campaign&data=05%7C02%7Cmelisha.mckenzie1%40nhs.net%7C58c06ce87e6b475a895c08dc8b8eeb7d%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638538693153664775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C0MHdZzPQIMl2%2FfBxNafWTEOjajElX26TZYTd8g5YYE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rlss.org.uk%2Fprintable-resources&data=05%7C02%7Cmelisha.mckenzie1%40nhs.net%7C58c06ce87e6b475a895c08dc8b8eeb7d%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638538693153674589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xREKsOdNs1fjxhGsBYzVv6H9aasFJVri1BrvdoqkuE8%3D&reserved=0

10 Drowning Facts
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In the last 5 years,

119 children

accidentally drowned in the UK.

CHILD
DROWNING
FACTS

of UK child
drownings occur
between May and
August.

2022 °
- saw a 8 4 /°
46% increase of UK child
_inthe number of drownings occur
child drownings in the ininland waters
UK, compared to the e.g.rivers, lakes

5-year average.

Drowning is
currently reported as
one of the leading

causes of child
trauma-related
deaths in England.

and canals.

83%

of child drownings

in England occurredin

the absence of adult
supervision.

The risk of drowning is

719%

of children
that accidentally
drown in the UK

are male.

In our analysis,
71% of children
aged 13-17 that

accidentally
drowned in the UK
were swimmers.

The risk of

drowning in England is

3.5 x higher

for children of Black ethnicity
compared to White ethnicity.

2x higher

for children from the more deprived
areas of England, compared to those

from the least deprived.

No child should drown.

We provide expert lifesaving education in the UK and Ireland, protecting families
from the sudden and devastating impact of drowning.

Notes: UK drowning data taken from WAID (2018-2022). Irish data taken from Water Safety Ireland (2018-2022). These numbers do not include UK or Irish nationals
drowning overseas. ‘Inland’and ‘Coastal’ splits are as follows:‘Inland’ refers to the ing locations: ¢ t, dry ground, drai I, lake/loch/lough, marsh,
pond, quarry, reservoir, river, stream/ditch/burn.’Coastal’includes at sea, harbour/dock, coast/shore/beach. Locations excluded from this analysis are bath, pool
(swimming) and water container. Data for England taken from the National Child Mortality Database (NCMD) Report Deaths of children and young people due to
traumatic incidents, July 2023. RLSS UK analysis based on n=120 cases of accidental drowning amongst teens aged 13-17 years




